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BUYER'S EDITION

Your Moving
Checklist
From pre-approval to your first 30 days at home — a step-by-step guide to
keep you organized and stress-free. Check items off as you go, and call me
with any question, big or small.

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8
Prepare Contract Plan Details Final wk Closing Move Settle

1 GET READY TO BUY 8+ WEEKS OUT

Get pre-approved — know your real budget before you shop (not just pre-qualified)

Define your must-haves, nice-to-haves, and dealbreakers

Research neighborhoods, school districts, and commute times

Review HOA rules, fees, and any rental or fence restrictions for communities you like

Look up property tax rates and typical utility costs for the areas you're considering

Start touring homes and attending open houses

Build your cash-to-close fund: closing costs typically run 2–4% of the purchase price, plus earnest money and
moving costs

Connect with a Realtor you trust and sign a buyer representation agreement

Pro tip: avoid opening new credit, financing furniture, or changing jobs from this point through closing.

2 UNDER CONTRACT 30–45 DAYS BEFORE CLOSING

Deliver your earnest money by the deadline in your contract

Schedule a professional home inspection (consider radon, sewer scope, and termite/WDO inspections)

Review inspection results and negotiate repairs or credits within your due diligence period

Secure homeowner's insurance and send proof of coverage to your lender

Stay in close contact with your lender — respond to every request within 24 hours

Confirm the appraisal is ordered (your lender handles this) and your title company is engaged

Order a home warranty if you want one

Begin planning any renovations or improvements for after closing
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3 PLAN YOUR MOVE 4–6 WEEKS BEFORE

Get moving quotes from at least 3 licensed companies (or reserve a truck) — book early for month-end dates

Sort and declutter — don't pay to move what you don't need

Begin packing non-essentials: books, decor, seasonal items

Collect boxes, packing tape, and supplies

Notify your landlord if you're renting (check your lease for notice terms)

Create a moving budget and track expenses

4 LOCK IN THE DETAILS 2–4 WEEKS BEFORE

Confirm your moving company or truck reservation in writing

Set up mail forwarding with USPS

Schedule utilities at your new address: electric, gas, water, trash, internet

Update your address with your bank, insurance providers, and employer

Pack room by room — label every box by room and contents

Arrange childcare or pet care for moving day

Transfer or cancel subscriptions and memberships

Review your Closing Disclosure as soon as your lender sends it — you should receive it at least 3 business days
before closing. Compare it to your Loan Estimate and ask questions.

5 FINAL WEEK 7 DAYS BEFORE CLOSING

Confirm closing date, time, and location with your Realtor and title company

Schedule your final walkthrough of the new home

Verify wire instructions by phone using a number you already trust. Never rely on emailed wire instructions — wire
fraud is real.

Confirm exactly how much you need to bring or wire for closing

Pack a "first night" box: toiletries, chargers, sheets, snacks, medications, basic tools

Defrost the freezer and clean out the fridge

Disassemble large furniture as needed

Back up important files and charge all devices

6 CLOSING DAY THE BIG ONE

Bring a valid government-issued photo ID

Bring certified funds (cashier's check) or confirm your wire has been received

Review and sign all closing documents carefully — ask about anything unclear

Receive your keys, garage openers, and any codes or remotes

Confirm utilities are active at your new home

Do a final sweep of your old place before handing it over

Congratulations — you're a homeowner!
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7 MOVING DAY DAY OF

Walk through the new home before unloading and test all major systems: HVAC, plumbing, appliances

Supervise the movers or direct helpers to the right rooms

Check inventory as items come off the truck and note any damage right away

Set up essential rooms first: beds, bathroom, kitchen

8 SETTLE IN FIRST 30 DAYS

Change all locks and update garage codes, security codes, and smart-home passwords

Locate the main water shutoff, electrical panel, and gas valve

Update your address: DMV, voter registration, subscriptions, IRS

Test smoke and carbon monoxide detectors; replace batteries

Change HVAC filters and note the service schedule

Register children at their new school

Find local services: doctor, dentist, vet, pharmacy

Keep your closing documents and home inspection report in one safe place

Schedule any planned renovations or improvements

Introduce yourself at the HOA office or to neighbors (if applicable)

Leave a review for your Realtor — it truly means the world!

Questions at any step? I'm one call or text away.
Know someone planning a move? I'd be honored by the introduction.
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